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TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
 
 

This script is a protected work and must NOT be performed without seeking permission and obtaining a 
license from Reece Sibbald Productions. 

 
Please ensure you have acquired the rights to perform the show prior to rehearsals commencing. 

 
License must be obtained prior to performance. 

 
Absolutely no part of this script may be reproduced or distributed by any means electronically or 

otherwise without prior permission. 
 

This script is updated annually and a granted performance license is supplied for one production only and 
cannot be resold. 
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www.ReeceSibbaldProductions.co.uk 
Reece@ReeceSibbaldProductions.co.uk 
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RAPUNZEL AND THE TALE OF RUMPELSTILTSKIN 
CAST LIST 

 
RAPUNZEL     The Princess of our piece 
 
RUMPELSTILTSKIN   The Goblin King 

 
THE SORCERESS    An almighty force of goodness 
 
THE KING     The ruler of Storyland 
 
THE QUEEN     The grandest Dame of them all 
 
THE CAPTAIN OF THE GUARDS Dashing and heroic 
 
MUDDLES     The Court Jester 
 
A GROTON     Slave to Rumpelstiltskin 
 
YOUNG RAPUNZEL   The subject of the piece for most of Act One 
 
TEENAGE RAPUNZEL 
 
 
ENSEMBLE: 
 
ROYAL GUARDS 
 
VILLAGERS 
 
SCHOOL CHILDREN 
 
COURTIERS 
 
EVIL MINIONS 
 
A GHOST 



 

 4 

RAPUNZEL AND THE TALE OF RUMPLESTILTSKIN 
SYNOPSIS OF SCENES 

& Suggested Songs 
 

ACT ONE 
SCENE ONE:  ONCE UPON A TIME       FC 
SCENE TWO: THE ROYAL COURT OF STORYLAND    FS 
    Song #1 – Seize the Day (from ‘ Newsies’) 
    Song #2 – You Two (from ‘Chitty Chitty Bang Bang’) 
    Song #3 – One Way or Another/Teenage Kicks (in the Style of One Direction) 
SCENE THREE: ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF THE KINGDOM    FC 
SCENE FOUR: THE PRINCESS’ BIRTHDAY PARTY     FS 
    Song #4 – Celebration (in the Style of Kool and the Gang) 
SCENE FIVE: ON A PERILOUS JOURNEY       FC 
    Song #5 – I’m Gonna Be (in the Style of The Proclaimers) 
    Alternative - Holding Out For A Hero (in the Style of ‘Footloose’) 
SCENE SIX:  THE TALLEST TOWER IN THE KINGDOM    FS 
    Song #6 – I Know It’s Today (from ‘Shrek’) 
    Song #7 – Baddest and the Best (Reprise) (from ‘Bad Girls’) 
SCENE SEVEN: IN THE BACK OF BEYOND      FC 
    Song #8 – Who I’d Be (from ‘Shrek’) 
    Alternative – Once Upon a Time (from ‘Brooklyn’) 
 
ACT TWO 
SCENE ONE:  THE TALLEST TOWER IN THE KINGDOM    FS 
    Song #9 – When Will My Life Begin (from ‘Tangled’) 
    Song #10 – When Will My Life Begin (Reprise) 
SCENE TWO: ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF THE KINGDOM    FC 
    Song #11 – Ooh Stick You (in the Style of Daphne & Celeste) 
SCENE THREE: BACK IN THE ROYAL COURT      FS 
SCENE FOUR: ON A HAZARDOUS JOURNEY      FC 
    Song #12 – Toxic (in the Style of Britney Spears) 
SCENE FIVE: MEANWHILE BACK AT THE TOWER…    FS 
    Song #13 – When I Grow Up (from ‘Matilda’)  
SCENE SIX:  ON THE WAY BACK TO THE CASTLE    FC 
SCENE SEVEN: THE ROYAL WEDDING       FS 
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ACT ONE 
 

SCENE ONE: ONCE UPON A TIME 
 

MUSIC CUE: PRE SHOW MUSIC 
LX CUE: PRE SHOW 
 
As the audience enter the auditorium there is a cloudland cloth with a projection reading 
“Rapunzel & the Tale of Rumpelstiltskin”. The auditorium is filled with magical towers and 
golden spinning wheels. Once clearance has been given… 
 
MUSIC CUE: SHORT UPBEAT OVERTURE 
LX CUE: SNAP BLACK into COLOUR CHASE THROUGHOUT THE AUDITORIUM 
 
At the end of the overture… 
 
MUSIC CUE: MAGICAL UNDERSCORE 
 
STORY-TELLER: (V/O) This is the story of a Prince and a Princess in their quest for true 

love’s bliss. But not all stories are as simple as they first appear. Our 
tale begins a long time ago during the great storm of Eighteen-hundred 
and frozen to death with the King and Queen of Storyland… 

 
The KING & QUEEN enter pushing a pram. 
SFX CUE: THUNDER into WIND AND RAIN 
 
KING: (He is flustered.) Come along dear, we’d best get inside and quickly 

before the storm takes hold. 
 
QUEEN: (Looking into the pram.) Look at her! My little baby girl, full of 

promise and new beginnings. I hope Rumpelstiltskin’s curse doesn’t 
come to pass. 

 
KING: And that it won’t. If the Goblin King never learns of this news then he 

cannot fulfil this evil plot. 
 
QUEEN: But a pact is a pact. We owe the Rumpelstiltskin our Kingdom should 

we not fulfil our part of the bargain he is to take our firstborn baby and 
lock her away in the tower to be his bride. 

 
KING: I’ll send out the guard’s to keep the Kingdom free of his tyranny. He 

must never ever come in to contact with the Princess or else we will 
suffer the consequences. But we can’t go on calling her “Princess”… 
what name shall we give her, dear? 
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QUEEN: Something fitting for my Princess. 
 
KING: I’ve got it! Summon the guards, raise up the flags and prepare to protect 

the Princess Rapunzel! 
 
The KING & QUEEN exit pushing the pram. 

 
 

SCENE TWO: THE ROYAL COURT OF STORYTOWN 
 
LX CUE: BLEED THROUGH GAUZE 
The CAPTAIN OF THE GUARD is discovered with the ROYAL GUARDS. 
FLY CUE: FRONT CLOTH OUT 
MUSIC CUE: SONG #1 – CAPTAIN OF THE GUARDS & ROYAL GUARDS 
 
CAPTAIN: By Royal decree of his Highness, King Claude of Storyland we are to 

Guard this city from the most evil Goblin of them all – Rumpelstiltskin 
(he holds up a wanted poster and puts it on the pros.) He is not to 
come in to contact with the Royal Family and is to be destroyed for his 
evil intentions. Now guards, go and protect your Kingdom with your 
lives. 

 
MUSIC CUE: SONG #1 PLAY OFF 
The KING enters and observes the ROYAL GUARDS as they exit. 
 
KING:  Captain – there you are. 
 
CAPTAIN:  (He bows.) Your Highness, what can I do for you? 
 
KING: I’m just getting out of my dearest wife’s way. She’s quite hysterical, 

you know… and understandably so! 
 
CAPTAIN:  Fear not your Highness, we’re doing all we can. 
 
KING: Yes but I fear it won’t be enough. It’s almost ten years since the birth of 

Rapunzel and Rumpelstiltskin is a crafty piece of work. He could slip 
past one of our Guards with ease and disaster could strike. But never 
mind about all of that – you haven’t seen Muddles the Court Jester, have 
you? 

 
CAPTAIN: He’ll be getting up to all sorts of mischief with the Princess no doubt. 
 
YOUNG PRINCESS RAPUNZEL enters. 
 
RAPUNZEL: Daddy! Daddy! 
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RAPUNZEL and the KING embrace. 
 
KING: Dear Rapunzel, where have you been? 
 
RAPUNZEL: I’ve been down to the riverbank to play by the stream. 
 
CAPTAIN: Who took you there? 
 
RAPUNZEL: Muddles of course! 
 
KING: Rapunzel – I won’t tell you again. You are not to leave the Castle 

Grounds under any circumstances, do you understand me? It’s a cruel 
world out there and full of evil vicious people now get inside that 
Castle. 

 
RAPUNZEL: But Daddy… 
 
KING: You are grounded until further notice. 
 
RAPUNZEL: Daddy! 
 
KING: That’s my final word. You’ll understand one day. Now get inside. 
 
RAPUNZEL exits into the castle slowly with her head bowed. 
 
KING: Just you wait until I get my hands on Muddles. He’s always muddling 

everything up – just the other day I told him to buy me a map of the 
desert, do you know what he brought me? Sandpaper.  

 
The CAPTAIN OF THE GUARDS laughs. 
 
KING: It’s not funny! Come on Captain let’s find him and remind him of the 

rules of this Court. But above all – avoid the Queen! 
 
MUSIC CUE: THERE IS NOTHING LIKE A DAME PLAY ON 
The CAPTAIN OF THE GUARD and The KING exit. The QUEEN enters from the Castle. 
 
QUEEN: (She enters saying “Hello! Coo-ee! ect.” until the end of the play on. 

At the end she finishes in a pose and bellows:) Hello everyone! (Weak 
hello.) Oh come on, no body sleeps whilst I’m on – I said hello 
everyone! (Hello!) I know what it is – you’re all flabbergasted at seeing 
such a fit woman before you, aren’t you? (No!) I haven’t even 
introduced myself to you yet. I am Queen Gertrude (Curtseys.) Gertie to 
all my friends but I don’t have many of those you know I get so sad 
(Ahh!) I get sadder than that! (Ahh!) I just don’t know what I’m going 
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to do all alone. I mean, my sister Annie, she’s gone now; and my poor 
old Granny; and my sister Fanny… I mean, what am I going to do? No 
Annie, no Granny and no…sign of my other sister! 

  
I’m glad you’ve all turned up. I’m having no luck today. 

 
MUSIC CUE: SAD UNDERSCORE 

 
I was shopping in Tesco’s this morning and I slipped over in the fruit 
and veg aisle and I landed flat on a lettuce! Well it got wedged – so I 
went to the doctors and asked him to have a look. He told me I had one 
single lettuce leaf hanging out my bum! I said “Is it serious?” he said, 
“Serious?! That’s just the tip of the iceberg!”  

 
PERC CUE: GAG TAG 
 

Mind you, it could’ve been worse – I could of landed on a Pineapple!  
 
Anyway, I can’t stand about here nattering to you all day – I’ve got a 
Princess to protect and there’s still no sign of Muddles the Court Jester, 
I’m going to appoint him as Rapunzel’s personal bodyguard. That’ll 
save me a bit of bother. I’ll see you all later! Make way for the Queen! 

 
QUEEN GERTRUDE exits waving. 
MUSIC CUE: MAKE EM LAUGH PLAY ON 
MUDDLES runs on full of energy. 
 
MUDDLES: Hello everyone! I’m sorry I’m a little late but I’ve been using my 

Bonnie Tyler sat-nav. Yes – my Bonnie Tyler sat-nav… it’s rubbish! It 
keeps telling me to turn around and every now and then it falls apart. 

 
Well my name’s Muddles. What’s my name? (Muddles!) That’s right! 
Well I work here in the Castle for the King and Queen they call me 
Muddles because I get all my words puddled up. 
 
I’ve got an idea! Would all of you like to be in my gang? (Yes!) Well 
would you? (Yes!) Great. Every time I come on I’m going to shout out 
“Hiya Gang!” and I want you lot to shout back to me “Hiya Muddles!” 
can you do that for me? (Yes!) Good we’ll have a little practice. Hiya 
Gang! (Hiya Muddles!) Oh come on you can shout much louder than 
that. I think some of the grownups aren’t joining in. Well boys and girls, 
if any of your grownups aren’t joining in it means they don’t love you 
any more… (Aside.) Get out of that one! We’ll try again. Hiya Gang! 
(Hiya Muddles!) That’s better, now where was I? 

 
The KING enters. 
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KING:  Muddles listen to me. Are you concentrating? 
 
MUDDLES:  (He pulls his trousers out his bum.) No I went at lunch time. 
 
KING:  Well WHERE were you this morning? 
 
MUDDLES:  Chewing the doors. 
 
KING:  Chewing the doors? 
 
MUDDLES:  I mean doing the chores.  
 
KING:  No you weren’t. That’s a pack of lies! 
 
MUDDLES:  It’s not a lack of pies! 
 
KING: You’re tangling your words… 
 
MUDDLES: I’m not wangling any turds! 
 
KING:  You took the Princess out of the Castle. You know it’s forbidden. 
 
MUDDLES:  I’m sorry your Highness. 
 
KING: You’ve no idea the danger she could be under. She needs looking after, 

she needs protection. What she needs is real smart feller. 
 
MUDDLES:  I’m a real fart smeller! 
 
KING:  Smart feller! 
 
MUDDLES: That’s what I said – fart smeller – you know being a fart smeller is not 

to be sniffed at. 
 
MUSIC CUE: LAUREL & HARDY PLAY ON 
QUEEN GERTRUDE enters. 
 
QUEEN: Muddles! 
 
MUDDLES: (He bows.) You majesticals! (The QUEEN walk towards MUDDLES 

as he bows again.) Your testi-monials! 
 
QUEEN: Now tell me – I like to know everything that’s been happening around 

here. Did you find out everything about the Duke, the Doge and the 
Duchess? 

 



 

 10 

MUDDLES: I did. 
 
KING: The Duke. What did the Duke do? 
 
MUDDLES: The Duke do? 
 
QUEEN: Yes. And what about the Doge? 
 
MUDDLES: Oh the Doge! 
 
KING: Well what did the Doge do? 
 
MUDDLES: The Doge do? 
 
QUEEN: Yes, the Doge do. 
 
MUDDLES: Well the Doge did what the Doge does. When the Doge does his duty to 

the Duke, that is. 
 
KING: What? 
 
QUEEN: What’s that? 
 
MUDDLES: Well it’s very simple, sure. When the Doge did his duty and the Duke 

didn’t, that’s when the Duchess did the dirt to the Duke with the Doge. 
 
KING: I’m confused. Who did what to what? 
 
MUDDLES: They all did, sire. They were in the dark; the Duke with his dagger, the 

Doge with his dart, Duchess with her dirk. 
 
QUEEN: Duchess with her dirk? 
 
MUDDLES: Yes! The Duchess dove at the Duke just when the Duke dove at the 

Doge. Now the Duke ducked, the Doge dodged and the Duchess didn’t. 
So the Duke got the Duchess, the Duchess got the Doge, and the doge 
got the Duke! 

 
MUSIC CUE: TRIUMPANT STING 
 
KING & QUEEN: Pardon? 

 
KING: Listen – you seem to be forgetting you’re not to take the Princess out of 

the Castle Courtyard, if you do I will throw you out on the street. 
 
YOUNG PRINCESS RAPUNZEL enters. 
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RAPUNZEL: Muddles! 
 
MUDDLES: Hello Princess! 
 
RAPUNZEL: What’s going on? 
 
KING: I thought I told you to stay in the Castle with your Mother? 
 
RAPUNZEL: Mother said I could come outside. 
 
MUDDLES: Yeah your Highness – chill out! 
 
QUEEN: Keeping Rapunzel locked away can’t be doing her any good. 
 
KING: It’s for her own sake dear. Now come along we must get inside before 

any evil is upon us. 
 
QUEEN: We need to let our hair down, relax, after all Rapunzel is almost ten 

years of age. 
 
KING: I’ve got an awfully bad feeling about all of this. 
 
MUDDLES: It’s your birthday tomorrow Rapunzel and I can’t wait for your party! 
 
QUEEN: Yes! We’re going to play lots of party games. 
 
RAPUNZEL: Party games? 
 
KING: And lots of presents! 
 
QUEEN: Lots of presents?! Tell Muddles what you bought me for my last 

birthday. 
 
KING: I asked her what she wanted. She said she didn’t know, just to get her 

something with diamonds. 
 
QUEEN: Well do you know what he got me? 
 
MUDDLES: What did he get you? 
 
QUEEN: A pack of playing cards. They’re no use to anyone, I might as well 

chuck them down the toilet. 
 
MUDDLES: Then you’d have a Royal Flush. 
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KING: Very funny Muddles. Now leave us, you may retire. 
 
MUDDLES: (Upset.) Retire? Now I know how Alex Ferguson feels! 
 
MUDDLES exits as the COURTIERS enter. 
 
RAPUNZEL: I can’t wait for the party tomorrow, I don’t need presents to be happy; 

all I need is my friends and family around me. 
 
MUSIC CUE: SONG #2 – RAPUNZEL, KING CLAUDE, QUEEN GERTRUDE & COURTIERS 
At the end of the song… 
SFX CUE: THUNDERCLAP 
 
RUMPELSTILTSKIN: (OFF.) Ha ha ha!  
 
KING: Rapunzel get inside! 
 
RAPUNZEL: But mummy said… 
 
QUEEN: Mummy says get inside – quickly! 
 
RAPUNZEL exits into the castle quickly. 
 
KING: Oh Gertrude please tell me it isn’t… 
 
MUSIC CUE: EVIL ENTRANCE 
SFX CUE: THUNDERCLAP 
RUMPELSTILTSKIN enters. 
 
RUMPELSTILTSKIN: Remember me? 
 
 


